
   
Parish of the Archdiocese of St Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in 

Scotland – number SC00854  Page 1 of 5 

   
 

 

Newsletter, 7th September 2025 
23rd Ordinary Sunday, Year C. 

 

Our Lady & St. Bridget’s, RC West Calder 
4 West End, West Calder, EH55 8EF. Tel: 01506 871240. 

Parish Priest: Fr Marcin Motyka SAC STD   

e-mail: office.stmaryswestcalder@staned.org.uk 

www.westcaldercatholicchurch.org 

 
Mass schedule 

 

Saturday 5.15pm Margaret Meehan (RIP) 

Sunday    11am S. Gerard Salmond                

                 12.30  

 

Monday 9.30am Michael & Helen Clinton (Anniv) 

 

Tuesday No public Mass Hugh Mooney (RIP) 
 

Wednesday 7pm Martin Gaughan (Anniv) 
 

Thursday 9.30am Mary Philibin (Anniv) 

 

Friday 9.30am St. Thomas’ PS - Bernard Curran Anniv (Snr) 
 

Saturday 5.15pm Eileen Fleming (Anniv) 
 

Sunday   11.00am S Bernard Curran Anniv (Snr) 
                12.30  

  

S – Mass live streamed online   Mass in Polish Language.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)- 30 minutes before 
Saturday & Sunday Mass and during Wednesday’s Adoration.  

Sick & Housebound visit – Every First Friday after morning Mass. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 6pm every Wednesday. 

Rosary – 15min before every first Saturday/Sunday  Mass. 
Chaplet to the Divine Mercy – 15min before Wednesday Mass. 

Children’s Newsletters availably at the back of the church 
Weekly Parish Newsletter – Online. Free Printed version at the 
back of the church (Sign up required)  

The church is open daily from morning till 6pm (or Sunset in Winter) 
HMP Addiewell Sunday Mass - Missa pro populo 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

September 7th – Children’s 
Liturgy.  

October 6th  – PPC 

October 20th – Finance & 
Fabric Comity.  
 

Family Connection 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus 
speaks about the cost of 

discipleship. He calls us to put 
Him above everything else—

family ties, possessions, even our 

own plans. At first this sounds 
demanding, but Jesus is 

teaching us that only when He 
comes first can all our other 
relationships find their true 

strength. For family life, this 
means that loving God is not in 

competition with loving one 
another. On the contrary, when 

Christ is at the centre of a 

marriage or home, love 
becomes more patient, 
forgiving, and life-giving. 

If God is in the first place, then 
everything else in life finds its right 
place too. Our relationships, our 

work, and our family life are not 
diminished but enriched. 
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News from the parish and the archdiocese  

Sanctuary Lamps: Ad Infinitam Dei Gloriam    
 

Liturgical Calendar: Mon- Nativity BVM; Sat – St. John Chrysostom. 

 

Please notice that This Friday’s Mass 12th September - Mass will be 

celebrated at st. Thomas’ PS Addiwell. All parishioners welcome.  
 

This weekend, the second collection will be dedicated to the 

purchase of a defibrillator for our parish. Your generosity will help 

ensure that, should an emergency ever arise, we are better 

prepared to respond quickly. Every contribution, no matter the size, 
is a blessing and is deeply appreciated.  

 
Mary’s Meals On the week-end of 13th/14th September there will be 

an appeal for donations on behalf of Mary’s Meals. Our charity 
works to change the lives of children around the world by providing 
a daily meal in their place of education. We serve our life changing 

meals to children living in some of the world's poorest countries 
across Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 
We kindly ask all our parish volunteers to read the Health & Safety 

Handbook for Volunteers, which is available on our parish website 

and at the back of the church. After doing so, please sign the sheet 

in the sacristy to confirm that you have familiarised yourself with this 
important information. This is a new requirement from the 

Archdiocese. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 
Saint Ninian Declaration 

This is an historic declaration of friendship between the Catholic 

Church in Scotland and the Scottish Episcopal Church. It will be 
signed at St Mary's Cathedral, Edinburgh, at 4:00pm on Tuesday 16 

September by Archbishop Cushley and the Most Rev Mark Strange, 
Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church. It follows a symposium on 
the history of the relationship between the Catholic and the Scottish 

Episcopal churches is at 2:00pm at St Mary’s Catholic Cathedral.  An 
Evensong service takes place at St Mary's Episcopal Cathedral, 

Palmerston Place, with a further signing of the document. All 
welcome. 

  
National Pilgrimage to Carfin 

The National Pilgrimage takes place this Sunday (7 Sep) at Carfin 

Grotto. Archbishop Leo will be the principal celebrant and preacher 
at the 3:15pm Mass. On this day Blessed Carlo Acutis and Blessed 

Pier Giorgio Frassati, will be canonised so it is an ideal day for 
Catholics in Scotland to come together to celebrate. 

  

 

 

 
 

In the Community 
 

Pray for the sick 
Elsie Burns, Irene 

McFadden, Frank 
McLinden, Margaret 

Mooney,  Rachel Shiels, 
Bernard Kane, Molly 
Wade, Joe Thomas, 

Sebastian Benedict Farrell. 
 

Parish Mass Books 
Order of Mass: p.7 

Readings: 133 
Preface:  p.66 - II 

 

Sunday collection 

£788.60 
+ approx. £350.75pw 

(£110pw Card Payments; 
£59 pw Online Donations; 
£181.75 pw Direct Debits) 

 

 

Bonus Ball winner 
Number 28. 

Tommy Woods. 
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Carlo Acutis relics 

The relics of Carlo Acutis are in the Archdiocese from 13-15 September 2025, by which time he will 

be a saint of the Church! Schedule for St Mary's Cathedral, Edinburgh: Sat 13 Sep - 6:00pm Vigil 
Mass (Cathedral open until 8:00pm for veneration); Sun 14 Sep - Midday Mass; Mon 15 Sep - 

12:45pm Mass for Schools. 
  
Altar Servers' Day 

The Archdiocesan Day for Altar Servers, our Guild of St Cuthbert, is on Saturday 13 September 2025, 
11:00am-3:00pm at The Gillis Centre, 100 Strathearn Road, Edinburgh. This year we will be in the 

presence of a saint - the relics of Carlo Acutis will be there! This is a day of faith, formation and fun, 
and concludes with Mass celebrated by Archbishop Leo. Register with Fr [priest name here]. 
  

Season of Creation Conference 

The Bishops’ Office for Care of Creation invites you to its National Season of Creation Conference 

this Saturday 6 September 2025 in St Margaret’s, Raploch, 10:00am – 3:00pm. Special guest is Lorna 
Gold, the Executive Director of the global Laudato Si Movement. Registration and details 

at www.bcos.org.uk/scc25 
  
Venerable Margaret Sinclair 

The Centenary Pilgrimage to pray for the Beatification of Venerable Margaret Sinclair will take 
place on Sunday 21 September from 12:30pm-5:30pm at St Patrick's Church, Cowgate, Edinburgh, 

EH1 1NA. 12:30pm-1:30pm. Refreshments & sale of candles/goods; 1:30pm-2:30pm Holy Hour; 
3:00pm-4:00pm Reflection; 4:30pm Holy Mass concelebrated with Archbishop Leo. Confessions 
available all day. 

  
National Youth Pilgrimage to Perth 

This takes place on Saturday 20 September, meeting at South Inch Park (PH2 8AN) at 12:30pm A 
full day of activities includes historic site visits, talks, and Holy Mass with Archbishop Cushley. If you 
wish to join fellow pilgrims (18+) from the Archdiocese travelling by train to Perth from Stirling, Falkirk 

and Edinburgh please contact Sr Isabelle Dufaux FSO at youth.office@staned.org.uk 
  

Study Catholic Theology in Edinburgh 

Registration is now open for the MA in Applied Catholic Theology at St Mary's University Scottish 
campus in Edinburgh. Details at bit.ly/catholictheology. Queries: stephen.dolan@stmarys.ac.uk 

  

National Family Conference 

Very Rev Benedict Iwatt, VE for Marriage, Family & Life, writes: The National Commission for 
Marriage, Family and Life BCOS, led by Bishop John Keenan invites parish families to an Inaugural 
National Family Conference on Saturday, 25th October 2025, from 10:00am to 5:00pm at St. Bride’s 

Hall, Muir Street, Motherwell. Featuring a keynote by Chris Stefanick (live from the USA), the event 
celebrates marriage and family life with talks, prayer, and community. Register 

with VEmarriage@staned.org.uk, indicating your parish, as that will confirm that we have received 
your mail. Your space will be confirmed by 19 September — early registration ensures priority. 

 
 

 

 

Bonus Ball The Bonus Ball continues to support the good work of Father Alloys in Kenya.  From time to 

time, one of the Bonus Ball numbers becomes available.  Should you be interested in taking a 

number when the opportunity arises, please let Peter McNaughton (MOB: 07534 620013) know and 

http://www.bcos.org.uk/scc25
mailto:youth.office@staned.org.uk
https://t.co/IW8BwxH4hP
mailto:mailtostephen.dolan@stmarys.ac.uk
mailto:VEmarriage@staned.org.uk
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he will add your name to the waiting list. Bonus Ball members donate £1 per week.  Each week, one 
prize winner gets £28. 

 

Way of St Andrews 

Pilgrimage in Scotland? Try the ‘Little Camino’, Scotland at its best. Great trails, great scenery and a 
great opportunity for reflection. Visit http://www.thewayofstandrews.com/ 
 

Events in the Archdiocese 

For a full list of forthcoming events in the Archdiocese visit https://archedinburgh.org/news-events/ 
 

Marriage Counselling If you are concerned about your relationship and feel as a couple that you 

are unable to reach a conclusion alone, it is likely that you will benefit from marriage 

counselling. The Archdiocese has an arrangement with a qualified Catholic marriage counsellor 
who may be able to help you. For information or advice or to arrange counselling sessions please 

email in confidence marriage.counsellor@staned.org.uk or phone 07511928621 (Please note that 
counselling fees apply). 
 

Help after abortion 

Abortion Recovery Care & Helpline (ARCH) helps anyone struggling after an abortion with 
counselling and supportive help. All services are provided confidentially, compassionately, without 

judgement and free of charge. Call the UK Helpline:  0345 603 8501, 7pm-10pm daily & 9am-5pm 
Mon-Fri or email info@archtrust.org.uk 

 

Healing weekend 

Rachel's Vineyard is a safe place to renew and rebuild your life after experiencing the trauma of 

abortion. Healing weekends offer a supportive, confidential and non-judgemental environment to 
help deal with painful emotions. Participants can experience forgiveness, find peace and restore 

their life. The next Scottish retreat is in November. Contact Andrea 
at sisterandrea@rachelsvineyard.org.uk or on 07816 942 824. 

 
Mass offering - The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is at the heart of the Catholic Faith. It is a very special 

way of remembering a loved one, celebrating an anniversary, making a petition or an act of 

thanksgiving or sharing in the feasts and seasons of the Church year. If you wish the Mass to be 
offered in our churches in yours intentions please use special envelops and please hand it to Fr 

Marcin or the sacristy.  Customary Mass stipend is not for offered prayers but voluntary contribution 
towards up keeping of our clergy. 
 

Note about Hospitals - We have Catholic Chaplains assigned, but they can only act when the 

patient declares as a Roman Catholic and asks the Catholic Chaplain to be notified. So, 

communication on this matter when someone is admitted to hospital is essential. Please inform the 
Hospital staff that you are Catholic and you would like to see a Catholic chaplain. If you are to 
receive major surgery, it is recommended that you receive the Sacrament of Anointing prior to 

admission. If anyone has become housebound and would like Communion at home or would like to 
ask for the Sacrament for the sick, please contact Fr Marcin. 

 
Candle Lighting Safety Reminder 

For your safety and the safety of others, we kindly ask that candles be lit starting from the top shelf of 

the votive stands. Once the top is full, please continue to the lower shelves. This helps to prevent burn
s and avoid accidents. Thank you for your care and consideration. 

 

http://www.thewayofstandrews.com/
https://archedinburgh.org/news-events/
mailto:marriage.counsellor@staned.org.uk
https://www.archtrust.org.uk/
mailto:info@archtrust.org.uk
mailto:sisterandrea@rachelsvineyard.org.uk
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Car parking – Please use the church’s car parking with consideration to other users by parking your 

car starting with the further availably spot and not blocking first lines.  

 

Child Protection Policy Statement: “The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, 

safety, wholeness and wellbeing of each individual person within God’s purpose for everyone. It 

seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with the 
Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of 

us, ordained, professed, paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, 
sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young people and vulnerable adults.” 
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