Newsletter, 18th May 2025
5th Sunday of Easter, Year C.

Our Lady & St. Bridget's, RC West Calder

4 West End, West Calder, EH55 8EF. Tel: 01506 871240.
Parish Priest: Fr Marcin Motyka SAC STD
e-mail: office.stmaryswestcalder@staned.org.uk
www.westcaldercatholicchurch.org

Mass schedule

Saturday 5.15pm Ryan Kelly (RIP)
Sunday 11.00am S John Burns (RIP)

12.30 mmm
Monday 9.30am William & Rose Ann Curran
Tuesday No public Mass
Wednesday 7pm Mrs. Helen Mac Donald (Anniv)
Thursday 9.30am Donor’s Intention
Friday 9.30am Donor’s Intention
Saturday 5.15pm Elizabeth Cosgrove Scott (Birthday Mass)

Sunday 10.30am S. First Holy Communion Celebration
12.30 mmm

S — Mass live streamed online

mmm Mass in Polish Language.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)- 30 minutes before
Saturday & Sunday Mass and during Wednesday's Adoration.
Sick & Housebound visit — Every First Friday after morning Mass.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament — 6pm every Wednesday.
Rosary — 15min before every first Saturday/Sunday Mass.
Chaplet to the Divine Mercy — 15min before Wednesday Mass.
Children’s Newsletters availably at the back of the church
Weekly Parish Newsletter — Online. Free Printed version at the
back of the church (Sign up required)

The church is open daily from morning till 6pm (or Sunset in Winter)
HMP Addiewell Sunday Mass - Missa pro populo

Upcoming Events

May 25t First Holy Communion
June 1st Children’s Liturgy
June 11th 7pm Sacrament of
Confirmation

May Devotion to the BVM with
Litany of Loretto during the
month of May every
Wednesday before the Mass.

Family Connection

"Love one another. Just as | have |
oved you, you also should love on
e another." (John 13:34)

These words speak powerfully to fa
mily life. In the home, where daily |i
fe brings both joys and tensions, Je
sus invites us to love with patience,
kindness, and forgiveness. Love isn
't just a feelingit’s a daily decision t
o serve, to listen, and to forgive, jus
t as Christ does for us.

Let this Gospel remind us that our f
amilies are the first place where lo
ve is learned and lived. By loving o
ne another well at home, we bec
ome witnesses of Christ’s love o th
e world.This week, let us ask: how ¢
an | show Christ’s love more fully to
those in my family?
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News from the parish and the archdiocese
Sanctuary Lamps: Elizabeth Cosgrove Scott

Liturgical Calendar: Thursday St. Rita

Please notice that our regular 11Tam Mass on Sunday, 25th May,
Mass will be moved to 10:30am due longer First Holy Communion
Celebrations on that day.

SCIAF WEEBOX- Thank you to everyone who this year join the SCIAF's
Weebox appeal. Our parishioner raised the total of £559.26 to make
a difference in the most needed places.

PPC minutes from 12t May are available at the back of the church
and parish website.

SVDP - Linlithgow conference of SVDP will say the rosary in memory
of Haydn Carr on Thursday 224 May at 6.30 in the QM Hall. Deacon
Douglas Robertson will lead the prayers. All most welcome.

Mass offering - The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is at the heart of the
Catholic Faith. It is a very special way of remembering a loved one,
celebrating an anniversary, making a petition or an act of
thanksgiving or sharing in the feasts and seasons of the Church year.
If you wish the Mass to be offered in our churches in yours intentions
please use special envelops and please hand it to Fr Marcin or the
sacristy. Customary Mass stipend is not for offered prayers but
voluntary contribution towards up keeping of our clergy.

Assisted suicide: what you can do to defeat the McArthur Bill

MSPs voted for Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults (Scotland) Bill to
pass its First Reading in on Wednesday 13th May 2025. This bill

can still be defeated when MSPs next vote on it. We need to act
now fo save vulnerable people from assisted suicide. To find how to
best to help, please attend the meeting by SPUC on Monday

19" May at 18:30 at St Andrew’s, Edinburgh. The speaker will be
Margaret Akers, Policy Officer at SPUC. Address: St Andrew’s
Church, 77 Belford Road, Edinburgh, EH4 3DS. For more information,
contact Josh Coghill. E-mail: joshcoghill@spuc.org.uk or Tel: 077522
08457

Prayers for Pope Leo XIV

Pope Leo XIV presides over the Mass of Inauguration of his Petrine
Ministry in St Peter’s Square at 9:00am (UK) this Sunday morning. We
all join in prayer that the Lord will give him the grace to be a true
shepherd to us and an authentic witness to Christ in the world.

In the Community

Pray for the sick

Elsie Burns, Irene

McFadden, Frank
MclLinden, Margaret

Mooney, Rachel Shiels,
Bernard Kane, Molly
Wade, Joe Thomas,
Sebastian Benedict Farrell.

Parish Mass Books
Order of Mass: p.7
Readings: 265.
Preface: p.74-75.

Sunday collection
£578
+ approx. £350.75pw
(£110pw Card Payments;
£59 pw Online Donations;
£181.75 pw Direct Debits)

Second collection: £286.20
SCIAF weeboxes: £559.26
Bonus Ball winner

Number29.
David Johnstone
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St Margaret's Pilgrimage - Sunday 8 June

All are welcome at the annual St Margaret's Pilgrimage in Dunfermline on Sunday 8 June. Join
Archbishop Leo, clergy and people from across Scotland for the procession through the town centre
with the relic of St Margaret at 2:00pm, followed by Holy Mass at 3:00pm in St Margaret's Church. Full
schedule in the news-events section at archedinburgh.org

Corpus Christi Procession - Sunday 22 June

Archbishop Leo will lead the Archdiocesan Corpus Christi Procession from St Patrick’s Church in Kilsyth
at 3:00pm on Sunday 22 June. This is a joyous occasion with the Blessed Sacrament being carried
through the streets. First Holy Communicants in the Archdiocese are invited to take a special place in
the procession wearing their formal clothes. Parking available at the Church. Contact St Patrick's to
reserve disabled/minibus parking or to book a space on the free shuttle buses from Croy train station
to the Church. priest.stpafrickskilsyth@staned.org.uk or 01236 822136.

Mass for Married & Engaged Couples

The annual Archdiocesan Mass for Married Couples (and those preparing for marriage) takes place
at 7:15p0m on Tuesday 27 May at St Mary's Cathedral. Please join us for this special occasion when we
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage. Archbishop Cushley will be the principal celebrant and will
give a blessing to couples

General assistant for lona

The Catholic House of Prayer on lona is looking to recruit a general assistant to help run the house
from July this year for two or more months. Accommodation and good rate of pay provided. The role
involves changeovers and cooking. More information from Jane Kindlen at mail@catholic-

lona.com or call 01681 700369.

Donegal County Council is seeking your help to record the stories of Donegal people who worked in
Scotland between 1940 and 1990. As part of the Working Over By Smartphone Competition, you're
invited to record a short video on your phone sharing a memory of your work. One participant will
win a return flight for two between Donegal and Glasgow. Closing date for entries is Friday, May 30.
For more information contact donegalscotland@donegalcoco.ie

Holy Year Pilgrimage to Rome

Archbishop Cushley leads our Holy Year Pilgrimage to Rome for young adults (18+) which takes
place 28 July to 4 August 2025. Cost £1,175 includes return flights from Edinburgh to Rome, coach
fransfers, bed and breakfast at Casa Santa Lucia and an opportunity to take part in the Jubilee for
Young People programme, including attending Mass with the Holy Father. Limited single rooms
available. Email frrobert.taylor@staned.org.uk by Sunday 2 February.

Lourdes 2025
The Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes for the Holy Year 2025 takes place from 11-18 July. For more
details please visit www.edinburgh-lourdes.com/lourdes25

Grief to Grace

Grief to Grace is a specialised five-day programme of spiritual and psychological healing for
anyone who has suffered from sexual, physical, or emotional abuse or neglect in childhood,
adolescence or adulthood, including those abused by a religious/member of the clergy. If you are
interested in attending this confidential healing retreat from 29 April to 4 May in Perth, please
contact: margaret.clarke@grieftograceuk.org
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Way of St Andrews
Pilgrimage in Scotland? Try the ‘Little Camino’, Scotland at its best. Great trails, great scenery and a
great opportunity for reflection. Visit hitp://www.thewayofstandrews.com/

Events in the Archdiocese
For a full list of forthcoming events in the Archdiocese visit hitps://archedinburgh.org/news-events/

Marriage Counselling If you are concerned about your relationship and feel as a couple that you
are unable to reach a conclusion alone, it is likely that you will benefit from marriage

counselling. The Archdiocese has an arrangement with a qualified Catholic marriage counsellor

who may be able to help you. For information or advice or to arrange counselling sessions please
email in confidence marriage.counsellor@staned.org.uk or phone 07511928621 (Please note that
counselling fees apply).

Car parking - Please use the church’s car parking with consideration to other users by parking your
car starting with the further availably spot and not blocking first lines.

Help after abortion

Aborfion Recovery Care & Helpline (ARCH) helps anyone struggling after an abortion with
counselling and supportive help. All services are provided confidentially, compassionately, without
judgement and free of charge. Call the UK Helpline: 0345 603 8501, 7pm-10pm daily & am-5pm
Mon-Fri or email info@architrust.org.uk

Healing weekend

Rachel's Vineyard is a safe place to renew and rebuild your life after experiencing the tfrauma of
abortion. Healing weekends offer a supportive, confidential and non-judgemental environment to
help deal with painful emotions. Participants can experience forgiveness, find peace and restore
their life. The next Scoftish retreat is in November. Contact Andrea

at sisterandrea@rachelsvineyard.org.uk or on 07816 942 824.

Note about Hospitals - We have Catholic Chaplains assigned, but they can only act when the
patient declares as a Roman Catholic and asks the Catholic Chaplain to be nofified. So,
communication on this matter when someone is admitted to hospital is essential. Please inform the
Hospital staff that you are Catholic and you would like to see a Catholic chaplain. If you are to
receive major surgery, it is recommended that you receive the Sacrament of Anointing prior to
admission. If anyone has become housebound and would like Communion at home or would like to
ask for the Sacrament for the sick, please contact Fr Marcin.

Candle Lighting Safety Reminder

For your safety and the safety of others, we kindly ask that candles be lit starting from the top shelf of
the votive stands. Once the top is full, please continue to the lower shelves. This helps to prevent burn
s and avoid accidents. Thank you for your care and consideration.

Child Protection Policy Statement: “The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives,
safety, wholeness and wellbeing of each individual person within God’s purpose for everyone. It
seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with the
Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of
us, ordained, professed, paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical,
sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young people and vulnerable adults.”
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