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Newsletter, 18th January 2026 
2nd Sunday Ordinary Year A. 

 

Our Lady & St. Bridget’s, RC West Calder 
4 West End, West Calder, EH55 8EF. Tel: 01506 871240. 

Parish Priest: Fr Marcin Motyka SAC STD   

e-mail: office.stmaryswestcalder@staned.org.uk 

www.westcaldercatholicchurch.org 

 
Mass schedule 

 

Saturday 5.15pm John & Margaret Campbell (Anniv) 

Sunday    11am S. Tom Slattery (RIP) 

                 12.30   

 

Monday 9.30am Margaret Toner (Anniv) 

 

Tuesday No public Mass  
 

Wednesday 7pm Gertrude McLay (13th Anniv) 
 

Thursday 9.30am Margaret Toner (Anniv) 

 

Friday 9.30am Margaret & Rena Toner (Anniv) 
 

Saturday 5.15pm Elisabeth Cosgrove Scott (Anniv) 
 

Sunday   11.00am S Catherine & Jospeh Murray 
                12.30   

  

S – Mass live streamed online   Mass in Polish Language.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)- 30 minutes before 
Saturday & Sunday Mass and during Wednesday’s Adoration.  

Sick & Housebound visit – Every First Friday after morning Mass. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 6pm every Wednesday. 

Rosary – 15min before every first Saturday/Sunday  Mass. 
Chaplet to the Divine Mercy – 15min before Wednesday Mass. 

Children’s Newsletters availably at the back of the church 
Weekly Parish Newsletter – Online. Free Printed version at the 
back of the church (Sign up required)  

The church is open daily from morning till 6pm (or Sunset in Winter) 
HMP Addiewell Sunday Mass - Missa pro populo 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

January 26th – PPC 

February 1st – Children’s Liturgy 

February 16th Finance &Fabric.  

February 18th – Ash Wed. 

February 21st – Sacrament of 

Confession P3.  
 

Family Gospel Connection 

The ministry of John the Baptist 
prepared for and pointed to the 

ministry of Jesus.  
In a similar way, our lives are to 

offer testimony to who we know 
Jesus to be for us and for the 

world.  
The witness of John the Baptist 

encourages us to believe that 
our lives truly matter in God’s 

plan.  
Like John, we are not called to 

be perfect, but to be faithful—to 

point, in our own simple ways, to 
Jesus.  

Every act of love, every choice 
for goodness, and every step 

toward forgiveness becomes a 

quiet proclamation: Christ is alive 
and at work among us. 
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NEWS FROM THE PARISH  

Sanctuary Lamps:  Elisabeth Cosgrove Scott  

 

Bonus Ball winner number 23 Tommy Woods. 

 

Today Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins.  

 

Next Sunday is Sunday of the Word of God. Polish Community will be 

organising bake sale for Missions in Zambia.  
 
Funerals: The requiem mass of Alice Robertson (nee Healy),RIP late 

of West Calder, will take place in St Mary's Star of the Sea RC 
Church, Leith EH6 6AW on Thursday 29th January at 12 noon. May 

she rest in Peace.  
 

SVDP Senior Citizens’ Bus Trip to St Andrews – Sign Up 

Our St Vincent de Paul (SVDP) Conference is planning a free bus trip 
to St Andrews for senior parishioners. At present, we do not yet have 

enough names to run the bus, so we warmly encourage anyone 
interested to sign up. 

 -The trip is completely free 
 -Open to senior parishioners 
-A great chance for companionship and enjoyment 

If you would like to go, please add your name to the list this 
weekend. Your support will help make this trip possible. 

 
“The Bible in a Year” podcast - Our Parish is 

excited to invite our parishioners and friends to join 

us in listening to “The Bible in a Year” podcast, 
starting January 1st! This podcast, hosted by Fr. 

Mike Schmitz and featuring Jeff Cavins, guides you 
through the entire Bible in 365 daily episodes. You 

can listen while driving to work, going on your daily 
walk, drinking your morning coffee, or however 

you like!  Find it on any podcast app, on YouTube, or just by clicking 

this link! www.ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration-parish  
Or Scan this QR code with your phone to download the Ascension 

App. 
 

Don't Miss Out: Financial Help for Scots in 2026. As households across 

Scotland continue to feel the pressure of the cost-of-living crisis, 
many people may be missing out on vital financial support they are 

entitled to. To find out more about benefits that may be available, 
visit mygov.scot/benefits 

  
  
 

 

 
 

In the Community 
 

Pray for the sick 
Elsie Burns, Irene 

McFadden, Frank 
McLinden, Margaret 

Mooney,  Rachel Shiels, 
Bernard Kane, Molly 
Wade, Joe Thomas, 

Sebastian B Farrell, David 
Johnston, Brian Hawthorn, 

Hugh Campbell. 
 

Parish Mass Books 
Order of Mass: p.7 

Readings: 125, Preface: 68 
 

Sunday collection 
£585 

+ approx. £350.75pw 
(£110pw Card Payments; 

£59 pw Online Donations; 

£181.75 pw Direct Debits) 
Justice&Peace Coll: £336.40 

 
Scan QR to donate online 

 
 
  
 

  
 
 

 

  

http://www.ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration-parish
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mygov.scot%2Fbrowse%2Fbenefits&data=05%7C02%7COffice%40rcpolitics.org%7Ca5bbbcd2d30e4790b15e08de534c323c%7C9fdc59caad4f4f8698284df174ea7e6b%7C0%7C0%7C639039783889473034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LYpMb4iOCPdOmQlbNcLHZtXmmSfFmXAdOimtTuYxum0%3D&reserved=0
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NEWS FORM THE ARCHDIOCESE 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18-25 January  

This Sunday marks the beginning of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Archbishop Cushley is 
Bishop President for Ecumenism in Scotland and shares the following message: "In Scotland we are 

blessed to share friendships with Christians of other traditions, friendships rooted not in convenience 
but in a genuine desire to follow Christ more faithfully. The Catholic Church in Scotland has officially 
acknowledged friendship with the Scottish Episcopal Church; The St Ninian Declaration reminds us 

of our shared witness, charity and service. The St Margaret Declaration, meanwhile, encourages 
honest and warm dialogue grounded in truth with our friends in the Church of Scotland. These 

commitments do not gloss over sincerely held differences of the past or the present. Rather, we 
endeavour to see in each other a fellow disciple of Jesus of Nazareth, and to grow together in 

charity as brothers and sisters in Christ. We acknowledge real differences between our Churches, 
and we do so without fear, because friendship among Christians is not a threat to faith but a fruit of 
it. So we pray for unity by placing ourselves before Christ, asking that He deepen our love for His 

Church, strengthen our respect for one another, and lead us, in His time and by His grace, closer to 
the unity He desires.” 

 
Diploma in Catechetics 

Explore the richness of the Catholic faith in 2026 by taking the Diploma in Catechetics. The popular 

course is run by the Archdiocese and takes place at 7:30pm each Thursday on Zoom, starting on 22 
January. Cost £220. Register at bit.ly/diploma2026. Promo reel at bit.ly/diplomareel  

 
Job vacancy 

The Archdiocese is seeking to appoint an Administrator to provide support to the Property Director 

and general administrative support within the Archdiocesan offices. Job description 
at bit.ly/adminarchdiocese.  

To apply, please send your CV and a cover letter detailing how your skills and experience make you 
suitable for this role to recruitment@staned.org.uk by Friday 23 January 2026.  

  
Explore 

Thinking about a vocation to the religious life? Join other young Catholic women to chat and 

explore God's will for you. Monthly gatherings will be hosted by the Archdiocese at St Columba’s 
Church, 9 Upper Gray Street, Edinburgh, EH9 1SN. The first one takes place from 4pm to 7pm on 

Sunday 25 January 2026. To register, email Sr Mirjam Hugens FSO 
at religiousvocations@staned.org.uk 

  

Catholic Conversations for Women 

All women are welcome to this event with the Religious Sisters of Mercy of Alma on Saturday 31 

January, 3:45pm-4:45pm in St Andrew’s Parish rooms (77 Belford Rd, Edinburgh, EH4 3DS) for 
refreshments and faith-focused discussion on preparing for Lent. A Holy Hour will follow with 
Adoration & Vespers from 5:10pm. Register at edinburgh@almamercy.org or call 0131 343 3380. 

 
 

http://bit.ly/diploma2026
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/HgP-tf5P690
https://bit.ly/adminarchdiocese
mailto:recruitment@staned.org.uk
mailto:religiousvocations@staned.org.uk
mailto:edinburgh@almamercy.org
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REGULAR ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Car parking – Please use the church’s car parking with consideration to other users by parking your 

car starting with the further availably spot and not blocking first lines.  
 

Marriage Counselling If you are concerned about your relationship and feel as a couple that you 

are unable to reach a conclusion alone, it is likely that you will benefit from marriage 
counselling. The Archdiocese has an arrangement with a qualified Catholic marriage counsellor 

who may be able to help you. For information or advice or to arrange counselling sessions please 
email in confidence marriage.counsellor@staned.org.uk or phone 07511928621 (Please note that 
counselling fees apply). 

 
Help after abortion 

Abortion Recovery Care & Helpline (ARCH) helps anyone struggling after an abortion with 
counselling and supportive help. All services are provided confidentially, compassionately, without 
judgement and free of charge. Call the UK Helpline:  0345 603 8501, 7pm-10pm daily & 9am-5pm 

Mon-Fri or email info@archtrust.org.uk 
 

Healing weekend 

Rachel's Vineyard is a safe place to renew and rebuild your life after experiencing the trauma of 
abortion. Healing weekends offer a supportive, confidential and non-judgemental environment to 

help deal with painful emotions. Participants can experience forgiveness, find peace and restore 
their life. The next Scottish retreat is in November. Contact Andrea 

at sisterandrea@rachelsvineyard.org.uk or on 07816 942 824. 
 
St. Andrew’s Children’s Society - Adoption and Foster Care 

There are many children across Scotland who need stable, loving families to care for them on a 
long term or permanent basis. Their birth families are not able to provide the nurturing or safe 

environment that would allow them to flourish and become confident and well balanced adults. 
Could you provide the stability and love these children deserve?  Would you like to hear more 

about whether adopting or fostering a child could be an option for you? 
Contact us on 0131 454 3370 or info@standrews-children.org.uk Thank you in anticipation of your 
positive response to this message. 

 

Bonus Ball The Bonus Ball continues to support the good work of Father Alloys in Kenya. From time to 

time, one of the Bonus Ball numbers becomes available. Should you be interested in taking a 

number when the opportunity arises, please let Peter McNaughton (MOB: 07534 620013) know and 
he will add your name to the waiting list. Bonus Ball members donate £1 per week. Each week, one 

prize winner gets £28. 
 

Way of St Andrews 

Pilgrimage in Scotland? Try the ‘Little Camino’, Scotland at its best. Great trails, great scenery and a 
great opportunity for reflection. Visit http://www.thewayofstandrews.com/ 

 

Events in the Archdiocese 

mailto:marriage.counsellor@staned.org.uk
https://www.archtrust.org.uk/
mailto:info@archtrust.org.uk
mailto:sisterandrea@rachelsvineyard.org.uk
mailto:info@standrews-children.org.uk
http://www.thewayofstandrews.com/
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For a full list of forthcoming events in the Archdiocese visit https://archedinburgh.org/news-events/ 
 

Mass offering - The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is at the heart of the Catholic Faith. It is a very special 

way of remembering a loved one, celebrating an anniversary, making a petition or an act of 

thanksgiving or sharing in the feasts and seasons of the Church year. If you wish the Mass to be 
offered in our churches in yours intentions please use special envelops and please hand it to Fr 
Marcin or the sacristy.  Customary Mass stipend is not for offered prayers but voluntary contribution 

towards up keeping of our clergy. 
 

Note about Hospitals - We have Catholic Chaplains assigned, but they can only act when the 

patient declares as a Roman Catholic and asks the Catholic Chaplain to be notified. So, 
communication on this matter when someone is admitted to hospital is essential. Please inform the 

Hospital staff that you are Catholic and you would like to see a Catholic chaplain. If you are to 
receive major surgery, it is recommended that you receive the Sacrament of Anointing prior to 

admission. If anyone has become housebound and would like Communion at home or would like to 
ask for the Sacrament for the sick, please contact Fr Marcin. 
 

Candle Lighting Safety Reminder 

For your safety and the safety of others, we kindly ask that candles be lit starting from the top shelf of 

the votive stands. Once the top is full, please continue to the lower shelves. This helps to prevent burn
s and avoid accidents. Thank you for your care and consideration. 
 

 

Child Protection Policy Statement: “The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, 

safety, wholeness and wellbeing of each individual person within God’s purpose for everyone. It 
seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with the 
Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of 

us, ordained, professed, paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, 
sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young people and vulnerable adults.” 

 
 

 

https://archedinburgh.org/news-events/
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