Parish Pastoral Council Minutes
26 January 2026

Present: Fr Marcin, Margo Todd, Frank Boles, Evelyn Mooney, John Lavery, Tom Mullen, Margaret Meek, Catherine
Mary Thomas, Martin McNaughton, Brian Murray

1 Prayer

Father Marcin led us in a prayer to start the meeting.

2 Apologies
Manus McGonigle

3 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The previous minutes were accepted. Proposed by Evelyn and seconded by John.

4  Matters Arising

4.1 Shortage in Some Ministries
There are more Eucharistic Ministers still needed. Fr Marcin has approached 2 people and is waiting for a response.

Action 1. FRMARCIN TO GET THE RESPONSE FOR THE 2 POSSIBLE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS HE HAS PREVIOUSLY
APPROACHED

There is a need for sacristans especially Sunday Morning and to cover those occasions when Tom cannot make it.

4.2 Addiewell Bus
An offer was made to the parishioners travelling from Addiewell for them to make arrangements for taxi transport,
and the parish would fund this. They have decided to continue to use public transport.

4.3 Family Night

A great night was had by all who attended. The DJ was especially well received. A number of people could not make
it, and it is felt that it is a busy time of year. In order to keep up the good attendance, it was decided to move the
date slightly earlier to Fri 13 Nov (or Fri 20 Nov if bowling club cannot be booked). Once more the buffet was
outstanding.

Action 2. JOHN TO BOOK BOWLING CLUB FOR THE FAMILY NIGHT ON FRIDAY 13 NOVEMBER

Action 3. MARGARET TO BOOK THE SAME DJ FOR FAMILY NIGHT

4.4  Altar Servers
Presentation of the medals to the altar servers at Christmas Eve Mass was well received and it was a good gesture to
see Lawrence present the medals. Lawrence had trained each of these servers.

There is still a need to get new, younger altar servers involved. Fr Marcin does ask those making first Holy
Communion to consider it. There are a number of children in the parish that are at age to become altar servers.

Action 4. FR MARCIN TO MAKE A REQUEST FOR NEW ALTAR SERVERS IN THE NEWSLETTER
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Action 5. CATHERINE TO ASK CARA TO MENTION IT IN THE CHILDREN’S LITURGY THIS WEEKEND

4.5 Sunday Coffee Morning
This is still being planned. The community centre will transition to new management in April and there will be a
better opportunity to plan for the coffee morning on Sunday.

Action 6. MARGARET TO WRITE A PARAGRAPH SAYING THE COFFEE MORNING HAS NOT BEEN FORGOTTEN, AND FR MARCIN
TO INCLUDE IN THE NEWSLETTER

4.6 Health and Safety
The photos of the fire extinguishers and exit locations are now in a document pinned on the noticeboard in the
porch.

Defibrillator Training

John will arrange a date to provide training on how to use the defibrillator. This will be open to all parishioners who
are interested.

Action 7. JOHN TO ARRANGE A DATE FOR DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING

4.7 Advent and Christmas
It was very well attended and there was great feedback for the Christmas ever Vigil Mass. A visitor to the church said
that it is the best church service she has been to in years.

Unfortunately, the video stream of the vigil Mass failed. This was a great disappointment to those who planned to
view the stream online. The likely problem was internet drop-out.

5 Lent and Easter
The schedule will be similar to previous years:-

Stations of the Cross
e Alternate between Friday morning 10am and Friday evening 7pm.
e There will be Polish Stations of the Cross at 6pm.

Holy Week
e Holy Thursday 7pm
e Good Friday
o 3pm (7pm Polish Mass)

e Easter
o Vigil Mass 8pm
o 1llam

o Polish Mass —8am and 12:30pm

6 150 Anniversary

Action 8. FRANK TO MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT AT THIS WEEKEND MASS (31 JAN/1 FEB) ABOUT THE ANNIVERSARY, AND
ASK FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HELP PLANNING EVENTS FOR THE YEAR
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Action 9. FR MARCIN TO CONTACT THE ARCHBISHOPS SECRETARY TO ARRANGE A MASS AROUND THE ANNIVERSARY DATE
(13 DEC 2027) OF THE OPENING OF THE CHURCH

7 Parish Rep on School Council

There has been a request for a representative from the parish to attend the St Mary Parents Council meetings.
Evelyn has agreed to act as the parish rep.

8 Health of Parish

No major update. The 150t Anniversary Year may be an opportunity to focus on the parish health and invite those
who have not been to Mass for some time to return.

9 Fabric and Maintenance
The church house home improvements are still ongoing. It is likely that there will be a phased approach to the
improvements.

The pothole has been filled in, but this was just a patch job. To fix it correctly it will have to be dug out and re-laid.
This is to be planned by the fabric and Maintenance team.

10 Future Social Events
The barbecue is planned for Sunday 16 August 2026.

11 Items from Fr. Marcin

First Holy Communion is currently planned be held on 31 May 2026 - 4 for communion, 6 for confession and 8 for
confirmation

12 AOB

A parishioner asked why the heating is turned off during weekday masses, especially considering the age of those
attending. The heating is generally put on before Mass to heat up the church. This particular day was an oversight
and was forgotten to be put on. If parishioner feel it too cold, then the heating can be put on or ask someone who
knows how to switch it on.

There were further discussion about how the heating is controlled in general, especially Vigil and Sunday Mass with
higher attendance. This is not the first time that this topic has been raised and there seems to be no easy solution.
Some factors that should be considered are:-

e Location in the church. There is a huge variation in temperature from the back of the church (cold) to the
middle (hot), and in the choir (very cold).

e Susceptibility to feeling the cold. Some people feel the cold due to metabolism, circulation or body
composition.

e Clothes being worn.

e  Activity prior to entering the church.

Since each of these factor affect each individual person differently, it is difficult to ensure everyone is happy with the
church temperature.

The pass keepers will continue do their best, but please speak to them if you want the heating adjusted.

The porch has become quite crowded and the noticeboard has become quite messy. It is need of a clean-up.

Action 10. FRANK TO CLEAN THE PORCH NOTICEBOARD.
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13 Action ltems

Action 1.
Action 2.
Action 3.
Action 4.
Action 5.

Action 6.

Fr Marcin to get the response for the 2 possible Eucharistic Ministers he has previously approached
John to book Bowling Club for the Family night on Friday 13 November

Margaret to book the same DJ for Family night

Fr Marcin to make a request for new Altar servers in the newsletter

Catherine to ask Cara to mention it in the Children’s Liturgy this weekend

Margaret to write a paragraph saying the coffee morning has not been forgotten, and Fr Marcin to

include in the newsletter

Action 7.

Action 8.

John to arrange a date for Defibrillator training

Frank to make an announcement at this weekend mass (31 Jan/1 Feb) about the Anniversary, and

ask for volunteers to help planning events for the year

Action 9.

Fr Marcin to contact the Archbishops secretary to arrange a Mass around the anniversary date (13

Dec 2027) of the opening of the church

Action 10.

Frank to clean the porch noticeboard.

14 Closing Prayer

Father Marcin led us in a closing prayer.

15 Date of Next Meeting
Monday 11" May 2026 at 7pm
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