Parish Pastoral Council Minutes
6 October 2025

Present: Fr Marcin, Margo Todd, Frank Boles, Evelyn Mooney, John Lavery, Tom Mullen, Margaret Meek, Brian
Murray

1 Prayer

Father Marcin led us in a prayer to start the meeting.

2 Apologies
Manus McGonigle, Catherine Mary Thomas, Martin McNaughton

3 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The previous minutes were accepted. Proposed by John and seconded by Evelyn.

4  Matters Arising

4.1 Shortage in Some Ministries
There is better support for sacristans during the week. There is still need for extra sacristans on Sunday.

There are more Eucharistic Ministers still needed. There is a recognition that this is special calling.

There is now a bigger team of money counters for the Sunday collection.

4.2 Addiewell Bus
The hired bus between Addiewell and the church has been cancelled. The local bus service is being used for the
transport now.

A note of thanks to Margo for organising the hire of this bus over the years.

4.3 Barbecue Feedback
The barbecue feedback was excellent, with one comment of the event saying that it was “spectacular”. Andrew
playing live music also added to the atmosphere.

The gazebos and chairs from the community centre really helped and these were greatly appreciated. It was
suggested we would use these again next year.

5 Future Social Events
St Andrews Night — Friday 28 November 2025

The bowling club has been booked and paid for.
The event will be similar to last year as a St Andrew and multicultural event.

Last year the event was overcrowded, so this year tickets will be limited to 100. Tickets will be £8 for adults and £4
for school children. The number of children will be counted to help planning children’s activities.

For those who would like to contribute food for the buffet, a list will be added at the back of the chapel to help
gauge what food will be provided. This would be an opportunity to share varied traditional dishes for those keen
cooks.

We will have a raffle this year where people will be able to leave donations at the back of the chapel beforehand, or
bring along on the night.

Our Lady and St Bridget - PPC Minutes
6 October 2025 Page 1 0of 3



Action 1. FRANK TO BUY RAFFLE TICKETS FOR ST ANDREWS NIGHT.

Action 2. MARGARET TO PROVIDE TEXT ANNOUNCING ST ANDREWS NIGHT FOR FR MARCIN TO INCLUDE IN THE
NEWSLETTER.

6 150 Anniversary

To help create the core group to support the celebrations, a list will be added at the back of the chapel. If anyone is
interested they can add their name to the list, up until 7 November. There will then be an initial meeting held shortly
after this date to discuss the plan ahead.

Action 3. FR MARCIN TO UPDATE NEWSLETTER TO INCLUDE A REQUEST FOR THE 150 YEAR CELEBRATION CORE GROUP BY
ADDING NAME TO THE LIST AT BACK OF THE CHAPEL

7 Health of Parish

The number of people attending Sunday Mass is still stable. There are a lot of new faces, however a lot of local
catholic families are not attending Mass. There appears to be a number of people who have still not returned after
the covid restrictions.

8 Fabric and Maintenance
Security gates have been added to the entrance to the car park. There are fewer local people parking there now.

New glass doors have been ordered for the sacristy and the confessional.

The church house home improvements are still ongoing. It is likely that there will be a phased approach to the
improvements.

There will be Sister of the Gospel attending Mass 18/19 October.

The parish has ordered bespoke cushions for all the altar rails and will be arriving soon. The temporary cushions will
be removed.

Sacrament Initiation —

e There are 7 children for first reconciliation,

e 7 for confirmation (12 June held in Blackburn Church) and

e 4 receiving the first Holy Communion. There are 7 from the Polish community receiving Holy Communion
separately.

First Holy Communion is currently planned be held on 31 May 2026 (TBC). The current number of children is 4, and
there will be a limit of 6 to prevent overcrowding of the Church. If there are any more children, then their First Holy
Communion will be held on subsequent weeks.

9 Items from Fr. Marcin
Health and Safety

After reading the health and safety booklet, it was identified that volunteers, especially pass keepers, should know
where a number of things are located: Defibrillator, First aid kit, incident book and fire extinguisher.

Action 4. BRIAN TO TAKE PHOTOS OF H&S RELATED ITEMS AND SHARE THIS INFORMATION WILL ALL PASS KEEPERS.

Action 5. JOHN WILL PROVIDE TRAINING ON HOW TO USE THE DEFIBRILLATOR.
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Altar Servers

e Recruitment — There is an opportunity to ask a number of children who have received their First Holy

Communion to become altar servers.
e Recognition — There was a discussion on ways to recognise the long term efforts of the altar servers.

10 AOB

The staff of the Community Centre were approached to see if they would offer teas and coffees once a month after
Sunday Mass. In order to determine if this is viable, then they would need a count of the likely number of people
who would go regularly.

Action 6. TOM TO PROVIDE TEXT REQUESTING INTEREST IN TEAS AND COFFEES AFTER SUNDAY MASS FOR FR MARCIN TO
INCLUDE IN THE NEWSLETTER.

A list will be added to the back of the chapel to help get a count the number of people who would be interested.
A request was made to add a reflective strip to the gate at the entrance of the car park.

The pothole still has to be filled in.

11 Action Items
Action 1.  Frank to buy raffle tickets for St Andrews night.

Action 2.  Margaret to provide text announcing St Andrews night for Fr Marcin to include in the newsletter.

Action 3.  Fr Marcin to update newsletter to include a request for the 150 year celebration core group by
adding name to the list at back of the chapel

Action 4.  Brian to take photos of H&S related items and share this information will all pass keepers.
Action 5. John will provide training on how to use the defibrillator.

Action 6. Tom to provide text requesting interest in teas and coffees after Sunday Mass for Fr Marcin to
include in the newsletter.

12 Closing Prayer

Father Marcin led us in a closing prayer.

13 Date of Next Meeting
Monday 26 January 2026 at 7pm
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